The wonder is that such a Bill was not in-
troduced years ago. Very wide powers are
to be given to certain people who will fill
varions positions.” I think those provisions
will call for the eclosest scrutiny when the
Bill is in Committee, I feel sure the Bill will
have a good effect in improving the class of
animals in Western Australia. I support the
second reading,

On motion by Hon. Sir BE. H. Wittenoom,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.50 p.m.

Legislative Fssembly,

Thursdey, 7th October, 1920.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
pam;, and read prayers.

4.30

“VISIT OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE
PRINCE OF WALES—RESOLUTION
OF LOYALTY—LETTER IN REPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from the Premier, dated T7th
“Qetober: —

With further reférencé to the loyal
resolution which was passed by the Legis-
lative Council and the Legislative Assem-
bly of Western Australia, on the occasion
of the visit of His Roya.l Highness the
Prince of Wales, I desire to inform you
that a despateh has been received by His
Excellency the Govermor from the Right
Honourable the Secretary of- Btate for the
Colonies, advising that the resolution has
been 1aid hefore His Majesty the King,
who desires that an expression of his sin-
-cere thanks and appreciation may be con-
veyed to the members of the Legislative
Council and of the Legislative Assembly.

[7 OcrorER, 1920.]
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QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS,
Increased fares, apéremices.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for -
‘Railways: 1, Is the attached report from the
‘“West Australian’’ of 1st imstant, which is
crossheaded as a ‘'Sequel to Suburban Rail-
way Association’s Protest,” correet:—*‘Last
night, at Parfliament House, Mr. Robinson
jnformed a ‘West Australian’ reporter that
he had placed the views of the association
before the Minister for Railways (Hon. J,
Seaddan) during the morning, and that even-
ing Mr., Seaddan had informed him that,
after consultation with the Cemmissioner of
Railways, it had been decided thai the rates
for apprentices would be reduced to two-
thirds of the monthly rate, and that the
weekly tickets would be redunced to one-
fourth ‘6f the monthly rate?’’ 2, Is the
rame measure of reltef to be granted to the
goldfields and agrienltural population, in re-
gard to the increases of freights imposed at
the: same time as the above suburban fare
jnereases; which are already reduced? 3, If
not, why the present differentiation in action
in favour of suburban . fares as compared
with freights inland?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied:- 1, Yes. 2, I-am unable to discover any
““measure’’ that would have s like applica-
tion, because tha conditions mentioned are
not parallel. 3, Suburban fares "generally
have heen increased in = greater ratio than
the other rates referred to and stlll remam
greater,

Newcastle Coal.

Hon., T. WALKER (for Mr, Wilson) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, What is the
prieé paid per ton by the Railway Depart-
ment for Newcastle large coal- at ship’s
slings, Fremantle? 2, What is the price paid
per ton by the Raﬂway Department for New-
castle emall eoal at ship’s slings, Fremantlel
3, What i the price paid per-fon by the Rail-
“ay Department for Newecastle large coal on
railway trucks, Fremantle? 4, What is the
price paid per ton by the Rallwa.y Depart-
ment™ for Newcastle small ceal in railway
trucks, Fremantle? 5, What is the freight
rate per ton charged by the Railway Depart-
ment for the transport of Neweastle eoal over

. the Western Australian railways?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 39s. 9. 2, 358, 9d. 3, 43¢, 11.G4.
4, 39s, 11.6d4. 5, Ordinary **M’’ Class rate.

QUESTIONS (3)—NORTH-WEST
DEVELOPMENT.

Transfer of Engineer in charge.

My, BROWN (for Mr. Teesdale) asked the
Preniier: 1, Has the Engineer for the North-
West been transferre? to another depart-
ment? 2, If so, has. it been taken into con-
sideration that this officer has a thorough
knowledge of the North acquired after many
years of service? 3, Is the proposed trans-
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~ fer of this officer in accord with the announced
policy ‘of the Government to initiate a vigor-
ous policy of development in'the North¥ 4,
Is it not to the detriment of the MNorth that
the transfer of this officer should take place
in view-of the fact that it will take a new
official many years to make himself acquainted
with the immense area involved? i

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. £ and 3,
Angwered by No. 1. 4, The whole question
of the North-West administration is now re-
eeiving attention. .

Coastal Shipping Service,

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: What
steps are heing taken to provide an adequate
and regular shipping service for the North-
West?

The PREMIER replied: Inquiries are be-
ing made az {o the best and surest method
of obtaining anoctber ship suitable for this
gervice, and the State steamship’s represen-
tative is now in England making investiga-
tions and conferring With our advisers.

Sliarl Boy Shipping Service.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Minister for.
Mines: In view.of the fact that the ‘‘Bam-
bra’’ has had to be sent East for repairs and
that the last vessel to visit Shark Bay left
Fremantle on the 27th ~Augwst last, what
steps is he taking to provide shipping facili-
ties for Shark Bay?

“The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
. The Melbournve Steamship Company’s s.s.
‘‘Kurnalpi’’ was at S8hark Bay on the 25th
September, and I am informed by the owners
of the ‘‘Kurnalpi’’ that in all probability
the ‘‘Kurnalpi’’ wiil be calling at Shark Bay
about the 15th of this month, and that whilst
the ‘“Bambra?’’ is off the coast they will do
all that is possible to attend to the require-
ments of Shark Bay.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, SUBURBAN
EXTENSIONS,

Mr. VERYARD - asked the Minister for
Railways: Having admitted the need. for

tramway extension in the suburbs of the

metropolit. area, in reply to a <question
asked on the 18th Auvgust by the member for
Canning, can be inform the House, as the
question of the extension of the present sys-
tem is very urgen{, when he will be prepared
to make a statement on such extensionms, and
the diréetion they will take$

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-

plied: A statement will he made when the

Loan FEstimates are before the House.

SELEGT COMMITTEE—FACTORIES
AND SHOPS BILL. -

Egtension of time.

On motion by the Minister for Minea the
time for bringing up -the report was exiended
until 21st October. -

[ASSEMBLY.] ‘ r

BILL—CORONERS.
Recommittal.

On motion by the Attorney General, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of reconsider-
ing Clause 40 and Schedule 1.

In Committee.

My, Stubhs in the Chair, the Attorney
General ini charge of the Bill.

' Clanse 40—Remuneration of witnesses:

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: The gques-
tion of fees payable to meédical practitioners
wag raised, and T informed hon. members
that recently a scale of fees had te & large
extent becn agreed upon befween the medi-
cal profession and the Crown Law Depart-
ment- generally, It is inadvisable to actu- -
alty fix the fees by Act of Parliament. T
therefore move an amendment—

* That in Subclauze 1 all the words after

“"when’’ in line 1 down to ‘‘inguest’’ in

line 14 be struck ouf, and the following

ingerted in lieu:—‘‘The fees to DBe paid
to any medieal practitioner for attending
at any inquest for the making of any
post-mortemn examination shall be fixed by
scale to be prescribed by the Attorney

General from time to time,’’

Mr. MUNRSIE: Hag the Attorney General
taken into consideration the fees paid to.
ordinary witnesses .at an ingquest? At pre-
sent they are only provided for under the-
Supreme Court rules, If they are not suiffi-
cient for the medical profession, they should
not he sufficient for ordinary witnesses or
jurymen, - .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The tlause
simply deals with medical practitioners. They
have to attend varicus inquiries and some--,
times their expenses are governed by regu-
lations, ov else additional remuneration is
granted, as in somé cases in eonnection with:
the Supreme Court. The proper place to deal
with the matter would be in the Juries Aect..
I do not think it would be advisable -to deal
with witnesses’ fees under Clause 40. ° )

Mr, FOLEY: T appreciate the point raised
by the Minister, but if we are to vote in the-
direction desired by the Attorney Gexeral,
we should be voting for differential treat-
ment as hetween medical men and ordinary
witnesses and Jurors.

The Attorney General: T cannot deal with-
witnesses in this Bill. You want a Bill
to deal specially with witnesses’ expenses ‘tor
get over the position.

Mr. FOLEY: If we pass this mow, will’
the Minister give the Commitiee his assur-
ance that he will consider the question of
amending the Act regarding witnesses’ and’
jurors® fees.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am pre-
pared to give an undertaking to give con--
gideration to that point.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

the clause,.
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First achedule:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I under-
took to recommit this schedule in order to
£0 into the point raised by the member for
Bunhury I find, however, that there is no-
thing in the queltlon raised by him. I have
ascertained that in the Medical Aet of 1894
thete are provisions regarding coroners, and
as it is desired to include in this Bill all
matters relating to c¢oromers, I nmow propose
to amend the schedule by including the por-
tions of the Medical Act referred to. I move
therefore—

That the schedule be amended by in-
sérting in the first column ‘58 Vietoria
No. 36’'; in the second column, ¢‘The
Medical Act, 1894,”" and in the third

_ column, ‘‘Part IV, ” -

Amendment put and passed; the schedu]e,

- as amended agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.

In Committee.
Resunigd from 3th October; Mr. Stubba

in the Chair, the Attorney Geéneral in charge
of ‘the Bill

_ Clause &-—agreed to.

Clause 5—Députy "member:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL This _clause
deals with the appointment of a deputy mem-
bar of the board. I want to do away with

the deputy heing appointed by the chairman,
the object being that when the member of

‘the board iz elected or appointed to the

board, his deputy shall be elected or ap-
pointed in' the same manner. Having dis-
cissed the position with some representa-
tives of the Teachers’ Union and the Civil
SBervice Association, I think the difficulty may
be got over if the deputy is elected at the
samé time as the member. I admit that the

- appointment of a deputy by the chairman has

only one thing to recommend it, and that is
that the appointment is made by an im-
partial ehairman. I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘to be appointed by
the chairman’’ in lines 3 and 4 be struck
out.

Aniendment put and passed.
The ATTOBNEY GENERAL:
further amendment—

That the. following be added to the
© clanse:—‘*The provisions of Clause 3 re-
" lating to the appointment or eléction of
. members of the board shall. ektend and

apply to the appointment or eleetien of
deputy members of the board.”’

Mr. PILK]:NGTON I '‘am doubtfnl if
the words indicated will have the effect
mtended I have, only jnst héard the amend-
ment reaa and it segms to ine that it will
leave a dotbt as to whethér another election

I mave a
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altogetier is not contemplated. T under
stand that what is required is that the de-
puty and the member ghall be elécted at one
and the same time. The amendment seems
to be capable of -being construed as meaning
that the deputy has to be elected whenever
a vacancy renderd it necessary thus imply-
ing a diffetent election albogether.

The Attorney General: That .ia not im-
tended. .

Hon. P. Collier: "It will rest with the
Civil Service Association as to héw they will
elect their deputy.

Mr, PILKINGTON: Perhaps it may be
as well to consider whether some words should
not be inserted to make it clear that the
elections shall be taken at the same time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have mo

- “ohjection to that bing done.

Mr. WILLCOOK: I suggested at an earlier
stage when considering Clause 3 that the
words ““or deputy’’ should be imserted. [
think it would have been better had it been
done at that stage,

The ATTOR\]EY GENERAL: T see the
force of the observations of the member for
Perth and I think we ean get_over it by ex-
pressly stating that the deputy may be
elected or appointed at the same time as the
representative of the board. I suggest that
the Committee pass the amendment as I pro-
pose, and I will go into th.ls matter and, if
it is necessary, I will redommit the Bill
later on. - .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot gee that it
is necessary to have the method of electing
the deputy inserted in the Bill, Tn the event
of the election of their repreégentative being
made by the assoela.tmn, that body wil
natura.lly clect a deputy at the same time.
It is not necessary to have it laid down that
theéy shall elect their deputy at that time.

Mr. Pilkington: It is important that the
Bill shall not say that they shall not do so,

Hon, P, COLLIER: I cannot see any-
thing in the amendivent which. would prevent
the asssociation electing a deputy at the
same time as they elect their representative.

Mr. Smith: How long would it take to
elect a deputy?

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the association
does not embrace 85 per cent. of the public
servants, and if in consequenee the election
has to be made by ballot of the whole of the
members of the public serviee, it will in-
volve a good deal of delay and expense. The
Government will then have to make provision
for the election by ballot. Thére is nothing
to prevent the association electing their de-
puty, and nothing to prevent the Government
making provision for his election by ballot
if necessary.

Amendment put and passed; the cladse as
aimended agreed to.

Clause f—Jurisdietion of the board:
- The AT'TORNEY GENERAL: The clause
gives the board power to hear .and determine

any ‘applicstion by a pubhc servant for the
redress and correction of any alleged an-

~
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omaly affecting him in respect of classifica-
tion, salary or position.' In urder to render
the meaning clearer, I propuse to strike out
“‘alleged anomaly '’ with a view of inmserting
‘fanomaly in treatment.?’

Hon, P. Collier: Is there any definition
of ‘“anomaly’’ in the Bill¥ )

Thé ATTORNEY GENERAL:- No, but
you will find it in the library. I move an
amendment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (e} ‘‘al-
. leged’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—
That after ‘‘anomaly’’ in line 3 of
paragraph (e) the words ‘‘in treatment’’
be inserted. '

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I propose
to strike out paragraph (d) with a view of
inserting another paragraph. In the course
of the sittings of the preliminary board a
question was Taised as to the meaning of
“‘further allowance.’” Another guestion dis-
cussed was az to how it was intended these
cases should be taken. The procedure of the
board so far has been to deal with them in
classes. In order to give fhat power ex-
presely, and at the same time safeguard the
right of individquals, I move an amend-
ment—

That. paragraph (d) be struck out ard
the following inserted in liew:—''{d) to
determing in regard to any publie servant
who, un the thirty-first day of July, one
thousaud nine hundred and twenty, was in
a clagy carrying a salary above £252 per
annum, or in regard to the public servants
in any class which on the said date ear-
ried a salary above £252 per annum,
whether an allowanee is necessary by way
of immediate velief in view of the pro-
vigions of section nine of this Act, and to
fix the amount of such allowance.’’

The CHATRMAN: It will not be neces-
sary to strike out the whole paragraph, since
the first lines of the paragraph and of the
amenidment are identical. )

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But it will
he more eouvenient to substitute the one for
the other.

Mr. MUNSIE; Seeing that the point has

been raised by the Chairman, I hope the At-
torney General will consider it. We may
strike out the paragraph only to find that we
cannot insert the first line of the amend-
ment.
- The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T ask for
a tuling, If it cannot be done the way I
suggest it will be very inconvenient, It is
better to replace the whole than to cut it
about.

The CHATRMAN: Seeing that the words

which the Attorney General proposes to im-
gert -are totally different as a whole from
those of the paragraph which he wishes to

[ASSEMBLY.]

strike out, I agree that the amendment is im
order.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MUNSIE;: T should like the Attor--
ney General to agree to an alteration of
SBubelanse 3. I move an amendment—

That in lines 4 and 5 the words ‘“simi-
lar to those of an officer on the permanent
staff "* be struck out and ‘‘essentially of a.
-eontinuous nature’’ inserted in lieu.

The Minister for Mines: That would be
less valuable to the men. .
Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think so. It

-would be difficult to prove that the work was.

similar to that of an officer on the permanent.
sfaff. ‘The men contend that my amendment
would improve the clause. ]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
kave been bettor if the member for Hannans
had given an instance showing that the clause
would be detrimental and the amendment
effective, The Civil Service Assnciation and
the Teachers’ Union do not appear to appre-
ciate the object of the clanse. We have a
large number of officials on daily or weekly
pay sheets. Some have been for as long as
20 years on that basis, not on the salaried
glaff, That is an anomaly. When work
beging, engineers are selected for the joh.
‘When the job is drawing to a close, the
engineers look around for the next job. When
the water worlks were being constructed at -
Albany, they left the streets open in order
to get away to another job. That is unfair
to the men, to their work and to the State.

Hon. P. Collier: And the jcb that they
left ecoud not be called essentially of a con-
tinnous natnre,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The job
was continuous, but only so long as it laated.
Under the cleuse the men will not ke un-
fairly treated. There has been great diffi-
eulty with regard to the retiring allowancey
of some of those men who comsidered they
were entitled to the provisions applying to
permanent offieers, One job was in connee-
tion with water works, another the Wooroloo
Saratorinm, and some men were continually
in our service.

Hon. P, Collier: And each different job
they were on they were doing similar work
te the permanent men,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. A
man whe has done five years of work similar
to that of a permanent officer should have an
opportunity to get on the permanent staff.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I agree with the Min-
ister that many of the officers referred to
wonld be out of court.under the amendment.
An officer. engaged on the Woorcloo
Sanatorium had no guarantee of futura em-
plovinent and then, if he went to a water
enpply. job at Albany, it conld not be said
that the two jobs were essentially of a con-
tinnous nature, but it eounld in truth be said
that he was doing work similar to that per.
formed by permanent officers. To safeguarcd
the position T suggest that the memher for
Hanrang instead of moving to strike out
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the words mentioned, should move to insert
the words ‘‘or are essentially of a continuous
nature.’? These men would then have double
yroteetion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The words
suggested will not help the eivil service,

Hop, T. Walker: I know some teachers
who have been engaged for practically a life-
time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
not much trouble with the teachers.

Hon, T. Walker: There are many men in
t]:c civil servies, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
where the diffienlty arises. We have a body
of men who formed an association and who
are really civil servants in the ordinary sense
of the word, They are different from the
—__artisan or from men engaged in manufactures
ar in trading concerns. In order to make
this provision effective, the words in the
clavse are essential, beesause they indicate

There is

the right of these people to claim to be put.

on the permanent staffi under the Public
Service Act. The clanse was designed to
enable these men to be put on the permanent
staff if the Public Service Commlsswner re-
fuged to do so.

Mr. MUNSIE: Even if 2 man has been
employed for the full five years, how can
the association prove that he has been em-
ployed on a job similar to that of a per-
manent officer? He might be doing work as
esgential as ' a man on the permanent ataff,
but he has no hope of proving that he has

done work similar to that of a permanent.

officer. He might have been in the service
for 20 yecars without having done similar
work, but he would have dome work which
was just as essential. There is no member
of the permanent staff doing his work, simply
beeause he has been there doing it for 20
years.

The Minister for Mines: Can you put for-

~ward any. ease where that would apply?

Mr. MUNSIE: I cannot quote a specific
ease, not being 2 member of the public ser-
viee, but the pnblic sexrvants have put that
up to me as the actual position.

The Minister for Mines: Why did they
hoi -post the Attormey General on the point,
and say this was not in aceordance with
their desire? They have aceepted the elause
as csatisfactory.

Mr. MUNSIE: T think they had a eon-
versation with the Attorney General on the
subjeet.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think so.

Mr. MUNSIE: I underastand they did.

The Minister for Mines: They would not
put it ap to the Attorney (General.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why shonld an employes
of the Government who is of equal class
with a man on the permanent staff, and who
has worked for the Government continnously

- for more than five years, be made to prove

anything so that he can get before the board
fu the event of the Public Service Commis-
sinner refusing to put him on the permanent

¢lause, however, makes two conditions:
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staffY In any case, the clanse as it stands
is likely to lead fo confusion.

Mr, SMITH: The object of this meagure
is to make it possible to remove grievances
existing in the ‘public servics. I agree with
the member for Hannans that the clause as
drafted does not provide for every possible
contingency. Why should we not make the
scope of the Bill wide enough to provide for
all contingencies$ I fail to see why the
Government ghould object to the amendment.

The Minister for Mines: Have you read
the clause? To whom does it apply?

Mr. SMITH: To the public servants.

The Minister for Mines: No. It applies
to any man employed by the Government on
a daily or weekly rate of wage for five years
continnously.

Mr, SMITH: I know of a case where grave

- —injustice ‘was dozme to an-employee, who could

have had his grievance remedied had this
measure been in existence. Similar ecases
might arise in fufure,

Mr. PICKEERING: TUnder this clausc,
time is one of the factors, and another factor
is the nature of the work.- I cannot conceive
of a case which the ctause would not cover.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem
ber for North Perth loses sight of the fact
that the amendment will practically put all
persons paid on a weekly or .daily wage in a
position to ¢laim that they shall become per-
manent members of the publie service. The
one
is a continuous employment of five years, and
the other is that the person shall have bheen
performing duties of a similar nature to those
performed by a permanent officer. The Gor-
ernment object to the creation of a mew per-
manent staff. The member for North Perth
has not gquoted a single specific cage of hard-
ship.

Hon. P. Collier: Take the c¢ase of a time-
keeper who has worked for five years on the
State sawmille; what pernianent oﬂieer ig do-
ing the same work as he?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:  There
are numbers of timekeepers on the permanent

staff; and the clause does not stipulate ‘‘the

same work,’’ but ‘‘similar work.”’ Thé
clage would ecover every case of complaint
that has arisen in the past. The leader of

‘the Opposition knows that the Labour Gov-

crniment were placed in a position of the
greatest difficulty with regard to men who
were retired after 20 or 25 years’ service, and
who could net claim pension rights or retir-
ing allowances because of the mere fact that
all that.time they had been on the wages
sheet. The clanse seeks to remove such ano-
malies, I have kept a pretty close watch on
the clause, because I consider that the proper
mode of redress for a man working on a daily
or weekly wage is through his union, and not
through the Civil Service Association. There
is an endeavour to include even the watch-
men, the office elaaners, and the yardmen in
the Civil Service Association. Those men
have unions to appeal to. .
Mr. «O’Loghlen: .Some have unot.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
ought to have, I objeet to the proposed
method of making inroads on the.publie ser-
viee; and I want to say it is remarkable that
the Civil Service Association should approach

. the member for Hannans, who is an advoeats
of redress through unions for sueh men, and
make complaints of which the ‘Government
have heard nothing. The Government’s ob-
ject is to provide for the case of a man who
has been on the wages sheet merely as a
-matter of convenience. We desire that he
ghould not lose all his standing and rights
as & poblic servant merely because of that
fact, while there are other men doing e¥actly
the same work on the permanent staff—men
who are probably afraid of competition in the
event of Government work becoming a bit
slack, and who therefore want to leave the
other man liable to be dismissed at a mo-
ment’s notice: But it is not intended that
every man who has been for five years on the
wages sheet shall beeome z permanent mem-
ber of the public service. I Enow the inten-
tions of thé member for Hanuans gre good;
and if he can bring forward any case in
which there has been unfair treatment the
Committee will no doubt provide a remedy.

Mr. Munsie: - There are inspectors in the
Water Supply Department who have been
employed here in Perth for 14 or 15 years.
There are no men on the permanent ataff do-
ing the same work. )

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thai is
wrong., Moreover, the clause says ‘‘similar
work,’’ not ‘‘the same work.’’ Again, it is
proposed, not that they shall prove their case
to & Minister, but that they shall prove it to
a board of which they desire the creation.

Hon. P. Collier: Biit of course the board
will be governed by the wording of this meas-

ure:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
this clause says ‘fsimilar work.’’

Hon. P. Collier: But the board will not
have a free hand.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But how
will the board be influenced if this amend-
jment is carried? In that event, if a man was
able to prove that he had been contimuously
employed for fiver years, the board would be
bound to eonclude that he should be placed
on the permanent staff, In those circum-
stances it iz tantamouut to telling the beard
to pot him there if he hag complied with the
conditions. I want the Bill to cover thoss
men who have in the past been unjustly
freated.

Hon, T. Walker: There are men in the
Education Department in a similar posi-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I d6 not
think the same thing applies there.

Hon. T. Walker: I know of officers there
who have been teaching all their lives.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
conditions 'in connection with the teaching
staff are entirely different. In the Railway
Department we have men who have the
opportunity, anbject to passing examina-

.under it.
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tions, of earning a certain salary with-
out doing any more work. The posi-
tion is exaetly the same in the Education
Department, where subject to qualifying a
man may become a permanent member of
the teaching staff. The case of those we
are dealing with, however, is entirely dif-
ferent; they are thoroughly qualified.

Hon. T. Walker: So are the teachers 1
téfer to. ]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am re-
ferritg to the men in the service who have
yeard of wvaluable work to their eredily
Those men have heen kept on the wages
sheet and if they retired to-morrow they
would not have rights that should have
acerzed to them. Those are the men who
should 'be protected. ~

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wel-
come the attempt that has -ben mads to
put these officers on a proper footing. The
member for Hannans referred to "ollicers
in the Water Supply Department. There
are at least five, if not seven who have
been taken off the wages sheet and put on
the salaries sheet where they shogld have
heen years .ago.

Mr. Muonsie: Prior to that what officers
of the service were doing the work?

The MINISTER FOR WORKES: It is
largely a question of the man who is deal-
ing with the matter being able to focus
his facts. I welecome the clause, though I
do mnot say it cannot be improved. The
whole thing has been a nuisance to me,
while a great injustice hag been dome to a
rumber of men on the wages sheets of the
Water Supply and Works Departments.

Mr. GREEN: I am inclined to support
the member for Hannans in hig contention,
The words he propeses fo insert ‘‘Essenti-
ally of a continuous nature’’ entirely re-
move the objections that appear to be in
the mind of the Minister for Mines. Tha
Minister stated that he had watehed this
clanse closely to see that the ‘Bervice was
not flooded with men who might be engaged
on work of a casual character, and yet who
may have been employed for five years. Let
us say that in time of prosperity we
started a large amount of railroad con-
struction and that gangers were employed
for five years, The objection of the Min-
igter would be that under the cladnse as
amended in the manner the membsr for Han-
nans desires those gangers would come
That would not be so. The
position would be preserved by the words
‘teggentially of a continous nature.’’ T
do rot thizk there is any intention on the
part of the Government to- prevent men
who have been doing work of a permanent
nature for five years becoming public ser-
vants.

The Minister for Mines: The amendment
says *‘‘continucus nature.’’

Mr, GREEN: The very fact that before
the matter came before the board, the Pub-
lic Service Commigsioner had prevented the
man from becoming a publie servant would
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nndoubtedly carry some weight with the
chaitman of the board and it would carry
weight also with the represcntatlve of the
Government on the bosrd, and he would
fight the position to the last ditch.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think that the words proposed to be in-
serted by the member for Hannans will
take him very much further. We have now

a3 a conlition for the right of appeal under

the clause that a man has been employed on
day or weekly wages continuounsly for five
Years, and we say that he musi be doing
some work which is similar to the duties of
an officer on the permanent staf under the
Public Service Aet, I think those words
cought to be there, but we do not desire
1o cut out anybody who is really doing the

work which cught to he_ performed by .an__

officer on the permanent staff under the
Public Service Aet. Instead of the words
suggested by the mémber for Hannans, I
would propose that after the word ‘‘staff’’
in line 5 these words be inserted, ‘‘or such
as are proper for an officer on the peor-

manent staff to perform under such Aect.'’-

It may be that a person who has been
there for five years on day wages may not
be able to prove strictly that he was doing
exactly simildr work to that of an officer
on the permanent staff. If that occasion
should arise he could still claim that those
duties were similar, or at any rate were
such as were proper for an officer on the
permanent staff to perform. Anyone who
claimed to be carrying out the duties
of an officer on the permanent staff wounld
then bave the right to appeal. If | the
words I have suggested are inserted the
Commissioner will say, ‘T do not consider
you are carrying ount duties which are
gimilar to these performed by an officer
of the public serviee staff, and I do not
think that the duties yom are carrying out
are proper for an officer of the public ser-
vice to earry out.’’” Then he would have to
find ont the faets and from that finding
there would be an appeal to the bhoard. If
the Won. member wonld: withdraw his
amendment I would be willing to move for
the inclugion of the words that I have out-
lined. .

Hon. 7. WALEKER: There is room for
Gonsiderable argument over the  word
“similar.’?  Likewigse there are difficulties
regarding the wording of the Attorney
Goneral’s suggested amendment ‘‘such
work as is proper for an officer on the per-
Who will de-
fine thé proper work for a permanent
offiecer? The work doke bas been the work
of a temporary hand for five, or may be’
fifteen, - years.

Hou. P. Collier: Aid therefore it -was mot
_proper work' for a permanenl: officer.

The - Minister for Mines: Thdt is speei-
Heally pmnded for . under the mterpreta-
tion elatisel .

Hén. T.” WALKER: When a ‘man ha.s
heen five years contmunnsly “employed, he
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has to tell the hoard that he has been
doing work similar to that donme by a mem-
ber of the permanent staff,

Hon. P. Collier: I may be inspeetor of
water supplies and that is similar to an in-

. spector of the Health Department,

Hon. T. WALKER: Or an inspecior of
sewers could elaim that his work was
similar to tbat of an inspector in the Edn-
cation Department. It cannot be counsidered
to be similair work. The words are vague
and ambiguous.

The Premier:
clear.

Hon. T. WALKER:
vague word.

The Premier: A very ‘broad word.

Hon, T. WALKER: So broad that it
covers everything--and, therefore; nothing
specifically. We want to get down to bed-
rock and leave as little room as pogsible
for vegaries., The Attorney General’s sug-
‘gested amendment only repeats without
more clearly defining the position. The
question is, what iz proper work for a
permanent officer?

The Attorney General: A man could not
be put on the staff if the work was anything
improper.

Mr., Munsie: There are some on the staff
who ha¥e done improper things,

Hon. T, WALKER: One might imagine
that certain kinds of duties would automati-
cally earry a man on to the permanent staff
if he had served continnously for five years.

Mr, Thomson: That is what you want
bronght into existence?

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes. If a man has
been on a certain class of work for five years,
he should thei automatically be recogunised as
a permanent offieer, We want a definition
of the class of work. Would it apply to a
watchman on the mills, or to a mill hand?
In the railways men. have been continupusly
employed all their lires and, in the end, they
are dismissed with a week’s notice, without
any congideration for past service.

The Minister for Works: They frequently
give their employers a week’s notice and
clear out.

Hon. T. WALKER: What clags of work
would entitle a man, after five years’ ser-
vice, to_go on the permanent staff?

The Premier: He might be an engineer.

Hon. T. WALKER: Take -that as the apex
and work downwards. How far would t‘he
Premier go? It is all s0 vague.

The Minister for Mines: A man has to be
on the temporary staff and not under the
Act. He has to be there for five years.

Hon, T. WALEER: But he has to prove
that hé is doing similar work, to someone else
on the permanent staff. | How can similarity
be established? Men are doing specific work
inecomparable with other kinds of work.

The Minister for Mines: You must. find
those cases first. -

Hon. T. WALEKER: The Mlmster Limself
mentioned some.

The Minister for Mines:

I think they are very

““Similar’’ is a very

T did not.

!
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The Minister for Works: He referred to
a few inspectorg on the water sapply.

Hon. T. WALKER: If there were only
two, they are entitled to justice.

The Minister for Works: .1 am clearing
my lot oub.

Hon, T. WALKER: That does not kelp
us. The lot might be cleared out after five
years in order to deprive them of the privi-
leges of elgvation fo the permanent staff.

The Minister for Works: There are not
many, I am sure.

Hou. T. WALEKER: If there is only one, it
should not be done. I doubt not that there
are many. ‘

The Minister for Works: In many cases a
man would have to work up to: the position
before he eould elaim it.

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes. The fear is that
we should have permanent instead of tem-
perary hands, “which would displace the ex-
isting order of things.

The Minister for Works: Tt is objeetion-
ahle to find a irained engineer on the wages
sheet at 19s. 6d. a day.

Hon. T. WALKER: The clanse does not
provide for deserving men who have been
practically all their lives on the temporary
gtaff. ‘Their services have been congidered to
be good encugh during the prime of life and,
when their day is over, they are dismissed
with a week’s notice. We want something
more definite. A man should be .able to ap-
peal with confidenceé, knowing that there
eould be no argument about the natore of
his appeal.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE: T should like t¢ withdraw
my amendment for the purpose of accepting
that saggested by the Attorney General

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL I move an
amendment—

That in line 3 of Subclanse 3, afler
t“gtaff,’” there be inserted ‘‘or such as are
proper for an officer on the permanent
staff to perform under sueh Act.”’

Amendment put and pagsed.

- Mr, MUNSIE: T understand there are at
least 63 men ewployed as Agricultural Bank
and Industries Assistance Board inspeectors.
The purpose of the Bill 45 to give those who
are employed in the public service the right
of appeal to the board to have their griev-
ances settled by that tribunal. The Bill as
it now stands does not give these inspectors
this right. It is only. fair that we should de
50. I should like to see-added, after the last
vord in the amendment just moved by the
Attorney General, the words ‘or an inspector
nder the Agﬂt‘.ultural Bank Act’’  Bvery
.member of the service should have the right
of appeal to the hoard.

The Premier: You do uot doubt we are
giving that already?

Mr.- MUNSIE: No, but these inspectors
have no right under "this Bill to such an
apreeal.

£204 and £252.

.intended it shonld read.
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The Premier: The Attorney General thinks
they have.

My. MUNSIE: I d0 not think so. Per-
haps the Attorney General would agree to
reeommit the Bill so that this amendment
may be made in ifs proper place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This diffi-
culty was brought under my notice to-day.
I agree with what the member for Hannans
hag said. It is desirable to give officers of
this character power to come hefore the
board. The treuble arises under Section 12
of the Agrienltural Bank Act. The Govern-
ment may from time to time appeoint such
officers as may be necessary to earry out the
provisions of the Act and those officers would
be under the Act. The Trustees may tem-
porarily appoint inspectors and valuers. I
am informed that at present there are 65 of
these temporary inapectors whe do not eome
under the Publie Service Act, hecause they
are appointed by the Trustees and are paid
out of the bank funds.

Hon. P. Collier: Are the 65 continuously
employed?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
sure of that, but I think there were at least
62 on the last Estimates. The salary of four
of these officers is £300 a year, of another
four £252, while the others receive hetween
In addition they receive an
allowance of £150 & year for travelling, The
difficulty we are in is that the clause simply
deals with the jurisdiction of the board.
The proper place to insert such a proposal
as that pnt forward by the member for
Hannans is in the definition of ‘fpuablic ser-
vant!’ in Clause 2. I am willing to recom-
nit that clause for the further consideration
of this matter,

Mr. MUNSIE: While the board has been
sitting T undersiand the chairman has drawn
attention to the second paragraph of Sub-
clanse 3. I should like to move an amend-
ment to strike out all the words after *“lie’”
in line 3 with a view to inserting *‘there:
from to the hoard.’’ T believe that with this
amendment the clause would read as it was
If an applieant is
dissatisfied with the decision of the Publie
Service Comunisgioner he will not appeal to
the boari, but if he is dissatisfied I want to
give him the right to appeal from the Com-
missioner to that tribumal.

Mr. Underwood : To give him a seeond
Tun.

The Minister for Works:
ways given?

Mr. MUNSIE: No.

Is not that al-

While the Publie

-Bervice Commissioner may find on the facts,

the board may unanimonsly disagree with

-but have no power to alter the finding, The

final appeal should in fact rest with the
hoard.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This mat-
ter has been discussed by me with the dis-
putes.commitice on more than one oeccasion.
I .regret that the chairman of the board
somewhat inadvertently made the remarks
suggested by the member for Hannans.

Mr. Underwood: The chairman is apt

o make remarks.
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Hon. P. Collier;: Which do a lot of harm.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This mat-
ter raises a constitutional! diffienlty: Under
this Bill the decisions of the board are final.
A claimant says he is entitled to be placed
ou the permanent staff and sets out certain
facts on which he relies. Most of the appli-
cations in the past if turned down have
beer turned down on the decision of the Com-
missioner as to the facts, and to get over
that it is necessary to appeal from the Com-
migsioner to the board. I have confined this
to the facts. If that is not done, the Jde-
cisions of the hoard being binding, the' board

in faet appeints a man permanéntly to the-

public service. Bection 74 of the Constitu-
tion Act is really at varianee with that.. Tt
says—

_ . The appointment. to_ all- public -offices
under the Government of the Colony here-
after to become vacant of to be ecreated,
whether such offices be salaried or not, shall
be vested in the Governor in Couneil, with
the exception of the appointment of officers
liable to retire from office on political
grounds, whieh appointments shall be
vested in the Governor alone. Provided
always, that this enactment shall not ex-
tend to minor appointments which by Act
of the Legislature or by order of the Gov-
ernor in Council may be vested in heads

-~ of departments or other offieers or persons

. within the Colony. ) '

B0 that as regards all cofficers of a perma-

nent nature and of any importance the Con-

stitution Act vests their appointment in the

Governor in Gouneil. It i§ trve that minor

appointments may be vested in the perma-

ncnt heads; but we are dealing here not only
with minor appointments, but with all ap-
pointments under the Public- Service Aect.

Therefore it seems to me almost improper to

give an appedl upon anything except as re-

gards facts in dispute, To do so wounld be
to give the board power to appoint. I think
we have gone as far as consistently with the
“duties of any Government we can go in this
respect. We.cannot go further without, as
it were,. by a side wind gefting round the

Constitution Act

Mr. MUNSIE: I realise to some extent

the Attorney General’s objection; but, again,

what is the purpose of this Bill and what is
the purpose of this particular clause?

Mr., Thomson: To cut out the Commis-
sioner altogether.

Mr. MUNSIE: No; I do not wish to do
that.
. The Minister for Works: That is the ob-
ject of some people, anyhow,
. Mr, MUNSIE: Both the Civil Service As-
soctation and the Teachers®’ Union are de-
sirons -of limiting, through their organisatious,
the nnmber of appeals under this measnre as
far as possible,

The Minister for Works: Tt does not look
like it

AMr,

‘MUNSIE: The whole of their efforts

sre in that direetion. Practically the entire
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sitting so far has been taken up in argument
ag to what & man must prove before he can
appeal to the board at all. We have de-
cided that question; but now that we have
given the right to appeal from the Commis-
sioner to the board, we practically decide that
the board, when appealed to, can only say
f‘No.”! The Attorney General has -already
admitted that the majority of those who have
appealed to the Public SBervice Commissioner
bave been turned down. .

The Attorney Gemeral: I did not make
that admission,

Mr. MUNSIE: I thought the hon. gentle-
man did. However, & large number of such
appeals have been turned down. If the
Public Service Commissioner says *‘Yes,’’
there will be no appeal; but if he says ‘*No,"’

-we want to-provide an -appeal from him to’

the board. This same claunse, however, will
debar the board from altering the Publie
Service Commissioner’s decision, unless the
amendment is carried. I trust the Commit-
tee will decide that a public servant shall have
the right of appeal, and that the board’s
finding upon such appeal shall carry some
weight. )

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes 11
Noes 23
Mujority against 12
. . AYES.
Mr. Collier Mr. Rocke
Mr. Green Mr. Smith
' Mr. Johnston Mr. Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O’Loghien
Mr, Munsie {Teller.)
Nogs:
Mr, Angelo Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Brown Mr, Mullany
Mr. Draper . Mr. Plekering
Mr. Durack Mr. Plesse
Mr. Foley Mr, Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Harrlson Mr. Thomson
‘Mr. Hickmott Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
- 8ir H. B. Lefroy - Mr, Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: BSabelause
4 of Clause 6 deals with the question of pen-
siong, and it has been suwggested that the.
wording of the subelause, as it stands, might
nobk-apply to applications for pension still
pending when this measure comes into force.
Ir order to get over that difficnlty, I move
an amendment— . ;
That in Subclause 4, line 1, after the
word ‘‘arise’’ there be .imserted:. ‘‘or at
the commencement of this Aed is pending. ’’
A similar amendment will be required after
the word *“farise’” in line 5. .
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Mr. MUNSIE: I take it that the object
of the amendment iz to bar claims from any
public servant who has not already made his
claim when this Bill becomes law. I propose
later on to move an amendment adding to
the subelangse the following words: ‘“The
jurisdiction of the hoard shall also extend to
questions which have arisen in regard to
such recent retirements as, with the -consent
of the Goverument, may be referred to it.*’
* Mr. Underwood: Claims or appeals after
men are out?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes: :

Mr. Underwood: There would be quite a
number of them.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Attorney General’s
améndment is earried, it will bar claims for
snperannuation allowance by .men recently
retired from the public service, simply be-
cause the actual amount was not under dis-
cussion at the time of the ecoming into foree
of this measure, )

Mr. Underwood:
‘‘recent’’?

Mr. MUNSIE: Ordinary sound judgment
and common sense would dictate what one
must constder ‘‘recent,’’ and if I were on
the Treasury bench and a man came to me
with an attempt to revive a claim that was
a long time ont of court, I should
say it was mot ‘‘reeent.’’ In any
case, 'the Government are protected be-
ecause they have to give their con-
sent to an.appeal. If that is so, why ob-
ject to an amendment to that effect? If
this amendment is carried, I should like to
know whether it will prevent the comsidera-
tion of the amendment that I propose to add
to the end of the clause. Persenally, I think
it will .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
ject of the amendment is to prevent any
doubt arising as regards matters which are
not absolutely complete at the time of the
passing of the Bill. The matter may have
heen completed on some points, but not oa
others. It may have been decided for in-
stance, what the actual length of service was
andl vet an actual decision on the claim for
pension may not have heen given. It is de-
sired to include within the powers of the
board the right to deal with all applications
for pensions which have not been definitely
decided before the commeneement of the Aect.
It does not go béyond that.
has been decided before the Act comes into
operation, as the clanse stands with the
amenidment I suggest, that matter cannot be
re-oﬁeqed. If it iy desired to re-open it, I
think it will be a very difficult matter. We
‘will have to put in words to make it quite
clear that it can be dome.

Mr. SMITH: The Attorney General’s
snggestion is a step in the right direction,
but he does not go far enough.
it elear who will be allowed to appeal to the
board. I am not sure what he means by an
appeal that may be at present pending. T
know several eases which in my opinion are
pending and have been for years, and no de-

What would you ealt

If any pension -

Neither is
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cision has been given.  In others, decisions
have been given.

. Mr. Underwood: Then they are not pend-
ing.

Mr, SMITH: Not from a Government
point of view. 1In these cases, they have
not ‘been dealt with on their merits.

The Minister for Worka: And where are
we going to? We would never have finality.

Mr. SMITH: Now we¢ see what the in-
tentions of the Government really are. This
is a Bill introduced to deal with grievances
on the part of civil servants, and the Min-
ister for Works says ‘‘Now we know where
it is going.”’

The Minister for Works:
is a vote-catching matter,

Yes we do. Tt

Mr. Munsie: It is not a vote-catching
matter for me. .
Mr, SMITH: I ask the Minister to with-

draw that remark. )

The Minister for Works: I withdraw.

Mr, SMITH:- I understood that this Bill
was introduced to remedy a number of griev-
ances that existed in the civil service, and I
cannot understand why any Minister should
resent, or try to prevent, the introduction of
any amendoent likely to remove any griev-
ance.

Mr. Thomson: Do you think it would be

possible to remove grievances, anyhow?
Mr. SMITH: T think it would be pos-

sible. If we pass a generous measure deal-
ing with the eivil service #nd the appeal
board, T think it will be a step in the right
direction, .
Mr. Foley: We are all trying to do that.
Mr, SMITH: At any rate if we do that,
it will prevent civil servants from approach- .
ing members to use political influence to re-
dress grievances which should be settled by
the board. Members must be aware of many
grievancea that should bave been settled in
a businesslike way and have not been so
settled. I kmow several cases where great
hardship has been inflicted on men who have
served almost a lifetime in the employment
of the Governmept. I have in mind. one
rartieular case which i3 known as the
‘“Delaney case’’; one of the most seandalous
instances that has come under my notice.
Mr. Foley: That ease is not pending.
Mz, SMITH: T know it is not, and that is

why T object to the Attorney General’s
amendment.
Mr. Foley: It would not come under this.

Mr, SMITH: T wish an amendinent made
‘o this ¢lause, wide enough so that cases like
that of Delaney may be dealt with by the
hoard. This particular case is that of a man
who has over 20 years serviee to his credit.
If memhers took the trouble to go into the
particulars of this case as I have done, they
would, I believe, come to the same conclngion
that I have, that a gross injustice has been
dope to a reputable, deserving ecivil servant.
He was gazetted many years ago as uader
the Public Service Act. He worked all these
years under the impression that the
‘*Gazette’’ notice was sufficient security for
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Me was treated as a public servant,
derived all the advantages regarding leave
and other privileges and carried out his
dutiés well. There was no complaint until
he arrived at the age of 60, when he was told
by the Public Service Commisgioner that he
was not under the Pukblic Service Act and
mnst retire. He retired and naturally ap-
Mied for his pension, which was refused
bueeanse it had been found that he had been
jerongfully gazetted as under the Publie
SBervice Act, These faets, T feel sure, dis-
close a very hard case. The man said when
he found this position had arisen: ‘‘Well, if
I have been wrongly gazetted as under the
Public Serviee Aet, why do you insist that
I should retire at the age of 60% I am pre-
pared to continue my duties as an ordinary
employee not under the Public Bervice Aet.’’

— ~“He was reéfused even that.

_course.

Mr, O'Loghlen: It is a case of differential
treatment. Some, of course, are not refired.

Hon. P. Collier: Retirement is not eom-
pnlsory at the age of 60, They may be re-
tained till they are 65. :

Mr. SMITH: In this case his age was
made the excuse for his retirement. - I would
like to say that I am not the only one who
iy of the opinion that Delaney’s contention
was correet. This mattéer was submitted tn
Myr. Justice Burnside at the time he was act-
ing as Crown Solicitor, and he put on record
the faet that he held the same opinion.

Mr, Johnston: It must have been a long
time ago.

Mr, SMITH: Yes, this man bhas put. in the -

hest part of his life but he was retired some
years ago. I think that man has just cause
for appeal to this board. He has never
relinguished his elaim and has frequently
applied to have tbe matter dealt with. All
he eonld get ont of the Public Serviee Com-

missioner was a very unsatisfactory refusal.

- The Minister for Works: It was not un-
satistactory, exeept regarding the reinatate-
ment.

My, SMITH:
We will assume that the Public
Service Commissioner was justified in re-
tiring him and that he ‘was not under -the
Puyblic Service Act; in these cireumstances
the man claims that he should be treated
according to the statements made by the
Premier when this dispute was being dias-

cussed in the early stagea of the eivil service-

strike, On that occasion the Premier in &
statement to the Press aaid that men who
were not under the Public Serviee Act were
entitled to an allowance on retirement, seeing
that they were not entitled to a pension.
. The Minister for Works: That is in the
Aet.
: Mr. SMITH: But the man did not get it.
The Minister for Works: Then there must
have been some good reason for it.
. Mr. SMITH: This is onec of the eases
which, I think, the board should have the
right ‘to teview. I trust the Attorney Gen-
eral will widen his amendment to provide
for snch cases. Onee the board is constituted

1 do not know tha.t of |
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on lines satisfactory to the public servants,
there will not be any appeals at all.

The Minister for 'Works: There will always
be appeals.
" Mr. SMITH: Under the hon member's
proposal it rests entirely with the Govern-
ment whether they will allow the appeal to
go to the board. Personally T should net
put that restriction npon it, but seeing that
the public servants do not object to that,
neither will I. Any publie servant who has
been recently retired should be enditled to
have his case inquired into.

Hon. P. Collier: What would you call a
recent retirement? T

Mr. SMITH: Anything within the last
two or three years. In my opinion the
amendment submitted by the member . for

“"Hainmnans should be adopted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
leader of the Opposition was Minister for
Water Supply he was worried by a number
of cases of injustice, some -of them very real.
On one file he wrote ‘*This has worried my
predecessor, but I am not going to allow it
to worry me.’’ Later this file eame before
ma.

Hon. P. Collier: What d.ld you write on it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The rules
of the House would not allow me to repeat
here what I minuted on that file, Ministers
are continually pestered by scores of people
with grievanees. There must be some limit
of time during which those ecomplaints may.
be dealt with. The hon., member -who just
sat down cited a ‘‘recent’’ case of 12 years
ago. Where shall we get to if we begin
investigating casés that occurred 12 years
age? Soms time ago, in the interests solely
of economy, we had to retremch certain men
from the Water Supply Department. Again,
30 men had to go out of. the Publm Works
Department

Munsie:
annuatlonf

The MINISTER FOE WORKS: They all

Were they entitled to super-

got what we could fairly give them under

the law. Take the case of Mr. Rolland, who
was assistant Enginecer-in-Chief. He was for
24 years in the service, and for 12 years of
that time assistant to the Enginger-in-Chief;
yet beeause, under the old Aect, he was not in
an office of established capacity, he had no
claim to & pengion. The Bill has for its
object a genuine attempt to,deal with eases
of injustice sich as that. Take the dgase of
Mr. Ripper, one of the finest mén ever on
railway construction in Awustralia. After 27
years in the service he bad to ‘go out. Yet
those men did not squeal. They understood
the position and, thankfully accepting what
was offered to them, walked out. The Bill

. is intended to deal decently with such cages

i future. When it comes to ‘‘pending,’’
how long does the hon. member want it to
pend ¢ )

Hon. P. Collier: Some.of them will want
it to pend as lonﬂ as the person coneerned
1V es.
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The MINISTER FOBR WORKS: I am well
aware of that. The leader of the Qpposition,
when a Minister of the Crown, said that he
was engaged half his time in dealing with
those who had left the service, and the other
half in attending to those who wanted to
enter the servicee. When I became Commis-
sioner of Railways there were placed hefore
mé 2ll the grievances of the previous 15 or 20
years, My successor got them in turm, and
I mgke ng doubt that Colonel Pope is
wrestling with them now. There is no finality
to agreements with wages men or salaried
men. ‘

Mr., O’Loghlen They tell me you were
‘appointed Commissionar of Railways through
having a. griévance,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
50, and when I got there they struck a speeial
star for me. At all events, T hope the At-
torney General’s amendinent wﬂl be agreed
to. .

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
a further amendment—

That in Subelause 4 after ‘‘arise’’ in
line 5 the words ‘‘or at the commencement
of this Act is pending’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
a fufther amendment—

"That the fo]lOWiug be added to stand as
Subclause 5:—(5.) TFor the purposes of
this section ‘‘classification’’ means a clas-
sifieation - by the Public Service Commis-
gioner or the Minister for Eduecation, under
~thé powers conferred by sections twelve
and thirteen of this Aet.

Tliis will remove a slight ambiguity. At pre-
sent the public Service Commisdioner pro-
poses the classifieation, and the Governor-in-
Council makes it, Under the Education Act
the Minister for Fduveation makes it. But,
as will be seen in Clauses 12 and 13, the Bill
proposes that the elassification of officers
ag from the 30th June, 1920, shall be deemed
to have been vested in the Public Serviee
Commissioner. Clause 13 is similar as regards
the ‘Edueation- Department.

Amendment put and passed;
as- amended, "agreed to.

I move

. I move

the clause,

Clanse T—Right of appeal:

" The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
* amendment—
That after ‘‘applies’’ in line 3 of Sub-
elause 1 the following words be inserted.
—*“or the Civil- Service Assoeiation of
. Western Australia on behalf of any elass
or group of publie servants or persons to
whom Subsection 3 of Section 6 ap-
plies, or the State School Teachers’ TUnidn
.of Western Anstralia on hehalf of em-
p]oyees on the teaching staff of the Educa-
tion Department’?;
words be added at the end of the subeclanse
“‘or the class or group of public servants,

T move an

and that the following .
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persons, or employees represented by such
association or uniom.’’

The amendment will give the Civil Service
Association and the Teachers’ Union power
to represent classes or groups of public ser-
vants or teachers,

Mr. MUNSIE: I am pleased that the
Attorney General has moved this amendment.
It hag my snpport. The Attorney General is
now reeognising the usefulness of the as-
sociation and of the union, aund [ regret that
he did not recognise it in conneection with
previous clanses of the Bill. Only in thia way
can the Government hope to get any finality
as regards the appeais brought before the
board. The amendment will put some re-
sponsibility on to the shoulders of these or-
ganisations, and they in turn are undertaking
a good deal of work.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,. as
amended, agrced to.

Clause B8—SBittings of board and pro-
cedure:

Mr. SMITH: T move an amendment——.—

That the following words be added at
the end of the clause:— ‘The jurisdietion
of the board shall also extend to dques-
tions that have arigen in regard to such
recent retirements as with the comsent of
the Governor may be referred to him.’'’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On a point
of order, is the amendment in order? This
clanse -deals with procedure.

The CHAITRMAN: The member for North
Perth wonld be quite justified in moving the
amendment to another elanse of the Bill, bunt
I do not see how it can fit in with Clause 8.

Hon. P. Collier: It should have been added
to elause 6.

The CHAIRMAN: Therefore I runle that

: the amendment is out of order.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanses 9 fo 13--agreed to.

Clanse 14—Public servants not to he pre-
judieed by recent cessation of work:

Mr. JOHNSTON: T wove an
ment—

That in line 3 the words *‘simultaneons
cessation of work’’ bé gtruck out and the
word ‘‘strike’’ inserted in lieu.

amend-

¥ cannot understand why the Govermment
have not used this word.
O’Liogbhlen: Why raise that point? Ts
not there enough bitterness ahout it
Mr. JOENSTON. Tt was a strike; no one

. ealled it anything else.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What is the object?

My, JOHNSTON: We are legislating
against strikes, and the mext clanse provides
penalties if a civil servant takes part in any
future- strike. It would be unworthy of the
Committee to designate the recemt strike as a
simultaneous cessation of work:” Tf this is
done the Government should he consistent in
the following clause and eall that aslso a
simultaneous eessation of work. The mem-
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ber for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) was quite
wrong if he assmned that T wished to create
any bitterness in connection with the recent
strike, which I regard as a very deplorable
Ihing.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They only @id collec-
tively what yon did as an individual.

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 do not wish to go
into the merits of the oecurrence, but we
should show consistency in our leg1s]atmn
. Hon, P, Collier: Well, delete ‘fstrike.’’
Is not the phase more approprmte in regard
to eivil servants?

My, TOHNSTON: We would be assisting
the service by using the word f‘strike’’ in
both instances. I do not wish the service
to be penalised when any individual ceases
work in an unauthorised manner, I have
been in_the civil service and I_know. how

" ansily 3 man might be caught. An unauthor-
ised cessation of work might be construed
as applying to snch a thing as the pro-
cession to Parliament House in office hours,
Tt was not a strike, but was an unauthorised

" cessation of work,

Mr, Bmith: Do you think the Government
would have the courage to enforece the pen-
alty if there was a strike?

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 would be sorry to
sit bebind the (Government which would be
regpensible for a measure of this kind, and
yet refrain from enforeing it if the necessity
.argse. If it is mnot intended to enforce this
measure, then T wonld agree with an hon,
ember who interjected that this ought not
to he put inte it.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. MULLANY: I regret the inclusion of
this elanse in the Bill and I intend ‘to vote
againat i, as well as the following clause,
T¢ is ridienlous to say ib an Aect of Parlia-

~-ment that no public servant shall be pre-
Judiced -in respect of privileges, promotion,
‘or - continuity of &ervice 'by reason of the
fimultaneotts cessation of work on the part
of some civil servanta,-

Mr. Smith: The Government eannot trust
themselves.

Mr, MULLANY: Apparently not. I un-
derstand an . arrangement was arrived at and
a2 promise given by the Guvermment that

there would be no vietimisation as the result.

of the strike, and that on the other hand
the civil servants promised there would be
nd vietimisation regarding any officers who
went to work durmg the strike. In the in-
terests of the service and the State generally
the kindest tlung we eould do wonld be to
“forget the unfortunate occurrence. I ohject
to perpetuating the memory of it in an Aect
of Parliament.

Mr. MUNSIE: I alse hope this and the
succeeding clause will be struck out.

The Minister for Mines: The eivil service
insisted on it.

Mr. MUNSILE: ]'f it goes into the Bill it
will hind the service and the Government
ag well, . The Government have agreed that
the.re shall be no mctmusatwn
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The Minister for Mines: It would not hind
any future Government.

Mr. MUNSIE: Does the Minister for Mines
consider that any future Government would
victimise the civil servants who came out
on strike while a previous” Government were
i office?

The Minister for Mines: No, put the civil
servants were afraid of that.

Hon. P. Collier: They were not afraid of
future Governments; they were dealing with
the present G’overnment

Mr, MUNSIE: I think their
was the present Government.

The Minister for Mines: I do not kmow
of any Government that has ever satisfied
the civil service,

Mr, MUNSIE: This Bill .is supposed  to
gatisfy them. . I£ the Bill goes-throngh in a
satisfactory manner, and a evil servant comes
te me with a grievance, I will tell him to go
to the board. T intend to vote against the
clause.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is a
iittle confusion here. It is strange to find
the member for North Perth, who, if he is
not-an advocate of the civil serrite is nothing,
suggesting that- this clanse should be struck
ocut. Under the terms of the agreement upon
which the strike terminated there were two
clanses, one dealing with vietimisation, and
the other with privileges. The tswo questions
are gseparate and apart. The question of
victimisation would be a matter for adminis-
tration, and the question of the refention of
privileges would core any diffieulty in the
continuity of service, which it was feared
might be charged agmst the eivil servants,
unfess some eclause of this kind was inserted
in the Bill.’ ‘.

The ‘M[mmter for Minesa: They were very

chief fear

- ingistent in regamﬁ to it

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This clausg
was put in for the protection of the eivil
sernce, and I trust it will not he struck out.

Mr, ’Lug]:len- Do you think they w:ll
require 1t?

The - ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think it
is advisable to leave it in.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It redeems a promise.

The Minister for Mines: It makes lawful

pravision for the continuity of service. They
were on strike against the law,

Mr. O’Loghlen: This is condonation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There

should be continunity of service. That is the
point in their minds. The Government agreed
that the privileges of promotion and econ:
tinnity of service were not to be affected as
a result of the strike. The proper way to
deal with that is to insert a clause in the
Bill, This clause hes nothing to do with the
question of victimisation.

(lguse put.and passed.
- Clause 13—Strikes proh:b;ted

Mr. O’LOGHLEV- 1 trust the Gommlttee
wﬂl strike out ﬂns c]ause e

N -t
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The Minister for Mines: You are in favour
of strikes?

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: No, but I am not in
favour of attempting what may be the im-
possible, It rather tends to provoke a strike,
to insist that certain people should mnot do
certain things, It is the first time in the
history of the world that a body of ¢ivil ser-
vants took this drastic action.

The Minister for Mines: .Many of them
were not in sympathy with it,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: That applies in almost
every case. We ghall never suppress strikes
in this country:

Mr. Smith: This ought to be in the Crim-
inal Code. :

The Minister for Mines:
f‘Bunday Times,’’

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: An attempt has been
made in Australia by the passage of Arbi-
tration Acéts to prevent strikes, Heavy
penalties have been provided for to this
end. In the Old Counfry most of the in-
dustrial workers have refused to entertain
arbitration at any price. In Australia,
and New Zealand particularly, many
writers on politieal and industrial economy
have written down the whole arbitration

Put in it the

system as a failure, becanse it has not
been - possible to enforce decisions, These
decisions may ‘'be enforced omly by the

threat of heavy penslties.

The Minister for Mines: Even then youn
could not enforee a decision. You do not
prevent murder by the severe penalty that
attaches to that erime. :

Mr, OQ'LOGHLEN: Some years ago 2
penalty wag inflicted on the public ser-
vice and the railway service of Victoria,
as a rvesult of the action of onme of the
most callons men who ever held office in
Australia, In order to bring, to submission
the workers in that State, the¢ course was
adopted of bringing famine into thousands
of homes.

Mr, Pickering: This is the ouly civil ser-
viee in the world that has gone on strike.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Their action shows
that we are not the stagnant State we are
sometimes represented to be. It shows
that not among what is called the ‘‘cuff and
collar brigade’’ are to be found the ecring-
ing beings who will put up with any
treatment whatsoever. Many people hold
the opinion that public servants ocught mnot
in. any circumstances to strike. But such
conditions might ereep into the publi¢ ser-
vice as would remder the position of the
public servants absolutely intolerable, I
think only a very small percentage of mem-
bers of this Chamber wounld bhe callous
enongh to hold the pistol to the head of
the public servike asi proposed by this
clavse. Al workers, of every deseription,
now realise that they are a portion of our
society, all sections. of which must co-
operate for the benefit of the whole. 1 re-
cognise that it was a serious thing for’the
public “servants to strike, but fair-minded
peaple must agree that there were sirong
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reusons for that astion, This Bill, render-
ing as it does tardy justice to the State
employees, ia in itself evidemce that there
was sowething wrong with the public ser-
vice, Strikers get no direct or immediate,
benefit from striking. Let me say that econ-
sidering their inexperience the public ser-
vants put np a pretty good fight. They
took what in their opinion was the only
means of remedying their grievances. I
heard it said in the corridor of the House
only to-day, in faet I have heard it said
by half a dozen members who sit on the
other side of this Chamber, that the man
to-day ground down té an abject condi-
tion of despair is the man on a fixed salary,
the man who cannot move with the times,
the man who lacks the protecting mantle
of a powerful association. I commend the
publie servants and the school teachers"of
this State for their endeavour to bring he-
fore the people, who impose on them cer-
tain responsibilities, the very pretarious
position which many of them have occu-
pied, and which they will continne to
oceupy pending the ereation of this board.
I hope that as a resnlt of the passing of
this measure the publi¢ servants and the
school teachers will never again have occa-
sion to take drastic action. I want to place
on record my appreciation of the splendid
effort made by the public servants, of
their unanimity, notwithstanding -their
want of funds— ‘

The Minister for Mines: They lhoasted of
the funds they had.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I have been in co-
operation with the hon. member interject-
ing when, during industrial disputes, he
has put a pretty rosy face on things which
were in fact of a very different complexion.
This eclause, if passed, will tend to ereate
rather than to eliminate trouble. My opin:
ion is that the board will be able to make
a fairly satisfactory adjustment of any
difficulty that may arise. But under thig
clavse a public servant who strikes is to
lose all privileges, such as pemnsion rights;
and then- there is also a penalty of £10,
which probably does not mean very much.
This clause, like the preceding -clause,
would bhe better out of the Bill, Up te
date there has been no victimisation, and
I do not think any is contemplated by the
Government; nor do I think that up to
the present the Government have preju-
diced the claim of any public servant, or
thit they have any intention of doiag so.
Buat [ know of no statute which contains a
provision similar to this clanse. Let me
point out, too, that thie ¢lause may prove
farcical when the time comes 1o cnforce
it. I admit that it puts a weapon inte the
hands of the Govermnent to inflict drastic
punishment on some public servants, but I
do not believe the taxpayers of this coun:
try desire that that punishment should he
inflicted. Each one of us, inside or outside
the pnblic service, learns Ilessons from
hard experience; and the lesson of the re-
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rent public gervice trouble should be taken
to heart by both the public servants and
the Government. I believe that, given the
beard, .the public servants will render
loyal service, I believe the Government
will say, ‘““We do not believe that any fur-
ther disturbance or satrike will take
place, but we do believe that there
will be an era of contentment in  the
public  service; ard we will ghow
our confidence in fhe public servants
by mnot inserting in the [Bill such
: a clause as this.*’

The Minister for Mineg: You are wmore
optimistic even than the Premier, as regards
contentment. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I refer to that mea-
sure of contentment which can reasomably be
looked for.

ot be looked for among any section of the
community. I believe there is an honést de-
gire on the part of the public servants and

the sehool teachers of this country to do the -

fair thing both as regards the future work-
ing of the departments and as regards giving
good service to the taxpayers, provided only

that the Government for the time being will’

do their part and deliver the goods.
. "The Minister for Mines: You eannot help
such things under this Bill

Mr. PICKERING: We have listened to-
‘night to an advecacy and a glorification of
strikes from the member for Forrest.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I would rather have a
man who would strike than a worm who
would erawl.

Mr, PICKERING: Perhaps the
member would, but the public of Perth view
‘the matter in a different light. We have
heard the member for Perth speak of the
. ¢ivil service strike as a revolution.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Some of you want a re-
volution behind you, too.

Mr. PICEERING: I am surprised to
hear the remarks of the member for For-
rest for I lnow that the genecral feeling
among the public was one of regret that the
€ivil servants had resorted to such an aect.

Mr. Bmith: Was there no blame attach-
able to the Governmentd
" Mr. PICKERING: )
gome blame not only to the present Init t
previous Goverpment. .

Mr. Underwood:
of Governments. -

Mr. PICEERING: The Government gave
the eivil servants a promise of a board prior
to the strike.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: How long before?

Mr, PICKERING: A considerable time.

" The board which the member for Forrest
- says will provide the panacea for all their
complaints was promised them before the
strike, and I for one sincerely trust that it
will prove effective, But now we hear the
member for Forrest eulogising the civil ger-
vante for striking, despite the fact that it
was the firat-serviee in the world to go on
strike, : : :

In fact, to a long line

Wholehearted é¢ontentment can-

hon. .

There ihay have been .
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Hon, P, Collier: Why, the police went on
strike in your conservativé country.

Mr. PICKERING: We do not regard the
police as eivil servants,

Hon, P. Collier: They are more import-
ant than the civil servants.

Mr., PICKERING: That may be so, but
to my mind it was a great pity that they
went on strike. 8o far as the civil service
strike is concerned, I regrefted to see that
they went on strike but, having done so, they
should not complain when we put somefhing
in the Bill which will prevent them ifrom

deing the same. thing in the future.

Mr. Munsie:
them?

Mr, PICKERING: T think it will. I do
not believe that the civil servants will adopt
tactics such as the member for Forrest has
dealt with, more particularly in view of the
rgsentment which was shown by the pablie
during the strike. 1 support the clause as it
stands.

Hon, T. WALKER: The Government, of
course, have a right to put in any clauae that
they please, and they can do anything they
desire in this Chamber provided they ean
carry it through. It is the wisdom of such a
clanse that I question. Ja it a wise pro-
vision to include? Is it not a confession of
the impotency of the Government and ~of
their dread of the future% .

The Minister for Works: No. .

Hon, T. WALKEER: Undoubtedly it is.
What is tle whole measure but a condecmmna-
tion of the strike and an assertion that the
civil servants had genuine -grievances that
they could rectify in no other way. Then
they enter info a new compact with the Gov-
ernment which takes the form of an Aet of
Parliament.

The Minister for Works:
position.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is _what the
Bill .actually means. It is almost as if the
Government went down on its knees and
said, ‘' We forgive you, children, and assure
you fram the bottom of our hearts that there
shall he no evil word of reproach againat you
for the past; you shall not be victimised.’’
“That i3 to the eivil servants. Then they im-
mediately turn and thunder out to the out-
siders, ‘“This sort of thing is to be put
down.’” T is a sort of loud whisper to the
cffect that if these people do it again, then
we will smash them up. This is playing a
double game. This elause is for the purpose
of making the outside publie believe that
the Government are virtuous. Is this a dig-
nified attitude for the Government to adopt?

My, Johuston: It is to proteet the public.

Hon. T. WALKER: Where is there any
protection that was not in existence before?
It was illegal to strike before this Bill was
presented to Parliament and it is no more
illegal now that the Bill is before us. The
iBi]l does not add one iota to the force of
aw. oL .

- The Miuntster for Mines: ‘Then why worry
about -it§ : : R

Do you think this will stop

That is not the
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“Hon. T. WALKER: Because it is a bit of
humbug. .You know it is wrong but you act
differently, and that iz why I object to it.

Hon, P. Collier: - It is got up for public
eonsumption. e

Hon, T. WALKER: Exaetly, that is the
position, -and such an action refiects on the
honour of Parliament. It is illegal for civil
servants to strike, and if the Government
have the courage to apply the law, action can
be taken-without this clause. This is pad-
ding of the worst kind, What is the neces-
sity for any extension of the law to degrade
the publie ;servants? Does the Minister for
‘Works think 'that this clause will intimidate
one civil servant¥
, The Ministerr for Works:
gunestion of intimidation.

‘Honm. T. WALKER: If it is not a matter
of 'intimidation or threats, them whai is the
purpose- of the, elanse? It is already illegal
under the Public Service Act to go ont on
strike.

" The Minister for Mines:
tion do yon find thatt
~ Hon, T. WALKER: Ii is illegal right
through the wlole spirit of the Aet.
~ The Minister for Mines: Yes, but there
+ must be some: speeial -clause which makes -it
illegal.

Hon, T. WALEER: The hon. member
knows what I am talking about. He knows
it was illegal before this measnre was intre-
duced. .

Mr. Johnston:” Yet we had the strike.

Hon. T. WALKER: And always will have
strikes if the injustice be great enough.

Phe Minister for Works: I hope we never
kave another similar strike.

Honm. T. WALEER: I hope so, too, but I
have faith in men and Governments to know
that we may have one, should the circum-
stances arise. And what is the good .of hav-
ing a useless clanse like this in such a BillT
If a similar position oceurs again, provided

There is no

Under what see-

our puoblic servants are men, we shall have .

gtrikes again. I do not glory in a calm con
tent. The whole world has moved by the
© frietion of discontent. It is discontent that
moves s, | ' ’

Heon. P Collier: Tf wasg discontent with us
tirat put the Government on the Treasury
bentches, ‘

Hoi.. T. WALKER: Show me a race of
people who will tolerate slavery and servility
aud I will show you a nation that is dead.
It has not possibilities of a great and glorl.
ons future. Show me a people who could
have a Bunker Hill, or even a shot from Fort
Suimter, and I will show you a nation that
is alive with vitality and the possibilities of
extensive growth,

Fhe Minister for Mines: You are not
preaching delikerate discontent, surely?

Hon. T. WALKER: I am preaching a
wise discontent.

* The Minister for Mines:
ing that

Hon. T. WALKER: Perhaps the. Minister
cannot-inderstand . me, - He is still imbiied
with the ‘‘Happy Jack’’ state of affairs.

You are not say-
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Discontent, if it quickens the mind of man
and leads to progress, is something to be de-
sited. There comes a time when forbear-
ance ceases to be a virtue. The clause will
add neither to the content nor to the discon-
tent of the public service. It humiliates the
Committee to begin with. It will make peopla
regard us as a lot of idiots, putting in a pro-
vigion, not to add to the law, but to act as
a threat. It degrades us &ll, this subterfuge
of legislation. It is a reflection on the
Chamber. Produee again in the public ser-
vice the same conditions as actuated the re-
cent events, and we must have similar results.
There was g time when to hold 4 meéeting for
a discussion of the law was ageinst the law,
There are in the Cahinet men who know the
sfinggle wniondsm has had to obtain justice.
46, too, has the public service struggled; and
now tllere comes as a flower this natural an-
folding of things, this new phase whdn: a
large circle of manhood begins to assert it-
self, and those partienlarly regarded as do-
cile servants find a voice of resentment
against ill-treatment and injustice.

" Mr, Pickering: And yon want to perpetu-

ate that.’

Hon, T. WALKER: I do. I want it never
to atand still but, like the Pickering Brook,
to go on forever. That is my aim. I would
get the whole world everlastingly moving.
As long as contentment, docility, the bearing
of' every kind of iniquity in the taskmasters,
continvue, so long shall we have a stagnant
state of society. What we want is agitation.

The Minister for Mines: It is a bit un-
comifortable when it gets inte the paxty
machine.

Hon, T. WALKER: The hon. member
cannot deny the forece of that American
writer who said that agitation of thought is
the beginning of wigdom. We are rich to-
day 'because we have brought vur thoughts
10 hear on our labour, because that has mulfi-
plied the possibilities of wealth and revealed |
a thousand beauties that were hidden from
the eyes of our ancestors. The clause will not
help the world along; #nd on the other hand
it. will be an everlasting monument to the
ignoranee, to the want of thought, of a
twentieth-century Government of Westérn
Australia, an evidence of théir feebleriess.
The man who thréatens without power to
carry out his threat is indeed in a sorry
plight. The Government could not rprevent
o strike 'to-morrow, neither conld they vie-
timise the strikers, net even wnder the elanse.
Therefore the clause i3 a piece of stupid
bravado, a piece of silly eatering to a seetion
of the community. : :

Mr. MONEY: When a ¢andidate enters
the publi¢c serviee he is entering into an
apreement or ordinary civil contract of em-
ployment, I cannot conceive a civil contract
liaving a eclause in the nature of a criminal
offence. I should like to see deleted from
the . clause the words ‘‘guilty of an offence
and -on conviction shall forfeit,’’ and also
the words at the end of the clause, ‘‘be
liable to a penalty mnot exceeding £10.'' It
iz & civil eontract and, therefore, should not
contain a criminal clanse or penalty. One
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ean take a horse to water, but onme cannot
make him drinik,

The Minister for Mines:
tale, | |

Mr. MONEY: It is a true tale

The Minister for Mines: No, it is not; it
is a gag.
. Mr. MONFEY: No hén. member can think
it possible to make any person continue at
work by a provision in an Act of Parliament.
I{' move an amendment— .

That in lines 3 and 4 the werds ‘‘he
guilty of an offence and on convietion
shall’? Ye atruck out.

. The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This clanse
33 the necessary eorollary to the privileges
giver to these who have grievanees to apply
to a board for redress. It is only fair and

That is an old

_ reasonable that, in the-interests—-of the Gov-

ernment and the State, to strike should be
an offence, Striking is not an offence under
common law and for a good reason. During
the period that common law was gradually
evolved, thuse persons who would be likely
to strike had no court to which they eould
apply for redress, The only wecapon they
had against those who were not paying them
sufficiént for their® libour or granting them
fair working econditions was to say, “‘We
won’t work.’’ In the circumstances a strike
was legal at common law and, apart from
any law whatever, could be justified. Bnt
T trust that we have gone some little distance
along the road which leads to improvement
in all matters affecting the relationship be-
tween employer and employee. It is reeog-
nised in the Arbitration Court and it is pro-
vided, I think, in all Acts relating to in-
dustrial arbitration that it shall be a penalty
to strike or to refuse to carry out an award.
That is only proper and reasonable.

! Mr, Willeoek: And has only been availed
of dnce or twice.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Whether
availed of or not is not the guestion, The
mere fact that it-exists has some influence.

v, -Alr., Willeock: Doee it do any good?

‘ The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is of
vital importanée to the community that there
shguld be ‘industrisl peace. It is desirable
to show it as a declaration of the law of the
lanil that, where a court is estahlished. to
grant redress without upsetting the affairs
of the community, it should be an offence to
strike. © When we consider that the publie
servants are not strictly in the ordinary posi-
tion of employees, but that they are by the
terms of their engagement servants of the
State, obliged to support the State and whose
plain duty it is to maintain the duty of the
State, provided there is a body to whom
they can appeal, a strike is far less justified
than the ordinary industrial strike which
fréquently ocenrs. OCan it not he really said
that it is desirable to show clearly -that a
person who strikes, who refuses to work for
the Government whom he has undertaken to
support, whose work he has endertaken to do
ag much for the benefit of ‘the country as for
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his own benefit, should not strike? There is
nothing improper or foolish as has been sug-
gested by the member tor Kanowna (Ion.
T. Walker) in including a c¢lauwse declaring a
strike to be an illegal act. It is the natural
corollary to the provision of the board to
which they can appeal. No one is more de-
girous than I am that trouble ‘between the
Government and the public servants and the
teachers should not arise again, The board
agreed to by this House will, I trust, go
a long way to prevent disputes in future. it
might be that the board is not perfeet. I
do mnot claim’ that the Bill is perfect. It
has been a very difficult Bill to draw. It is
a very difficult subject to deal with becanse,’
23 members frankly admit, there is no other
case or record of civil servants as a body
to have it set out clearly in this Bill that
if a strike takes place, it should be an
itlegal aet. I trust that the clanse will he
passed.

Mr, JONES: I Ao not know whether the
Attorney Genmeral intends te press the clanse
after the manner in which it has been in-
dicted. ‘Quite apart from the amendment of
the member for Bunbury {Mx, Money}, it does
seem to be placing a very severe penalty
uwpon ¢éivil gservants who strike.

The CHATRMAN: We are now discussing

the amendment.
" Mr. JONES: The amendment will still
cause tha eivil servants to forfeit all privi-
leges. That is a very severe penalty. FEven
the Arbitration Aet which is particularly bar-
barous in its way, does not go so far as that.
It says that men shall he fined for daring to
withdraw their labour power, ‘hut it dces not
say that the privileges which they bLave builk
up, privileges wliich are really a part of
their payment for past services, an accnmu-
lation of wages or salaries which instead of
being paid for in mouvey is given to them
in the way of privilegés, shounld be stolen
from them because they venture to withdraw
their labour power. That is particularly bar-
barous, I hope the Government will not per-
sist in their intention to penalise the members
of the civil service for daring to withdraw
their labour power, but that they will be
content with imposing a fine only. They
shonld not deliberately steat from eivil ser-
vants what is rightfully theirs and which
no Government have the right to take from
ther. When these men contracted with the
Government, they contracted for a certain
salary and for certain privileges.

The Minister for Works: They did noet
contract at all. .

Mr. JONES: The Attorney General has
just teld us that they did.

The Minister for Works: They got into
the service and fook all they coukl get.

Mr. JONXES: XIf they had beem as strong
a few vears ago as they are now, they wonld
have taken a lot more. They will do so in
future. 'The Minister for Works, living as he
does in the times before the.French Revoln-
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tion, cannot be so blind as to inmagine that
a body as solid as the Civil Serviee Associa-
tion and the Teachers’ Union will take any
notice of this clause. It 48 a matter for
laughter to imagine.that to-day the Govern-
ment édn say to men, ‘“You have got to
work; you are forced to continue at the toil
we set whether you want to or not.’’ The
Government eannot say that.
trouble to put this clause in the Bill§

The Minister for Works: Yon cannot talk
about work because you never have worked.

Mr, JONES: Cut out that silly nonseuse!
The Minister seems to regard that reference
a3 a suprewe joke. I work as little as I ean,
‘but I shall not allow the foolishness of an
obstinate old man to come between me and
my arguments. If the Minister for Works
believes that by- his attempts to cloud my
arguments and interrupt my remarks he is
going to divert me from saying what I wish,
be is mzaking the biggest mistake of hig life.
I am feeling partieularly young and virile
to-night, and I am prepared to shout him
down for the next hour if he wants it

The Minister for Works: Fire away!

Mr. JONES: The Minister ought to be
with the Eroni circus; I wonder that the
proprietors of that show missed the opportan-
ity to ecatch him. If the Minister has
finished casting his pearls of wisdom before
the Committee, perhaps I may be permitted
to continue. If I advertised in to-morrow?’s
Press that I required a house to be built and
was prepared to pay £50 for it, T wonder
whether the member for Sussex (Mr. Picker-
ing), who has put up such a strong case in
favour -of the retention of this clanse, would
ke prepared to provide planz and material to
build a honse. -

The Honorary Minister: You would not
get mueh of a house for £50,

Mr. JONES ; Probably the Government
have no more right to expeect much of a eivil
servant for £200 a year. Suppose we in-
sertedl a clavse similar to this in the Archi-
tects’ Bill, a elanse to the effect that mem-
bers of the poblic should lay down a certain
price fur building a house and, if any
architect refused to aceept that price, in
other words went on strike—because it i3 as
mueh a strike for a professional man to
withdraw his lakour power from the public
as for a civil servant to withdraw his labour
power from the Government—what sort of a
howl would go vwp from the member for
Sussex?

Mr, Pickering: There is no analogy.

Mr. JONES: What sort of annoyance
would such a proceeding cause to the mer-
chants of the community?

Hon. P. Collier: There would be no dispute
about architects’ remmueration, becaunse they

themselves are fixing it. No board for them.
" Mr. Pickering: Is not it a wise provision?

Mr. JONES: The member for Sussex
recognises that it is a wise provision, but he
will not admit that a eclavse, which robs
civil servants of their undoubted. rights and
privileges, should not be retained in this Bill.

‘Therefore, why
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The Govermment must know that this clause
is useless and absurd, Let them cut out all
this nonsense about forfeiting privileges., No
matter what ig sought fo be enforced by this
clause I do not helieve it will ever be put-
inte force.

The Minister for Works Then why object
to it%. :

Mr. JONES: Because it is foolish. It will
be a sorry day for the friends of the Govern-
mént when the workers of this country mo
longer go on strike. It will mean that mem-
bers of labour organisations will be so
strongly and scientifically organised that
when they wish to redress 4 grievance against
their employers, they will no longer need to
withdraw the whole of their labeur power,
but will withdraw & little of it whilst con-
tinning to take their wages as before., In
olher words, they will go slow and sshotage
their employers. They are not yet sufficiently
organised to do that, but I am endeavouring
to do my part to that end. When men are
dealing with unreasonable employers that is
the only way to get what they want. If an
employer does not pay an employee a wage
commensurate with his needs, that man hae
a right to give just as much of his !abour as
Le thinks fit. Leét us pass the Bill in some-
thing like the form that was originally
premised to the eivil servants.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. P. GOLL].'ER I move an amend-
ment—

That" the words ‘‘forfeit the privileges
‘which otherwise he might have enjeyed
under any Act or regulation relating to
his service, imcluding the Superanunuation
JAect, and,”’ be struck out.

My ‘object is to delete from the clause any-

thing to do with the forfeitire of privileges
which a civil servant might have enjoyed,
izeluding also those he might have enjoyed
under the ' Superannuation Act. The Gov-
ernment are not justified in seeking to pass
retrospective legislation, The eclause as it
stands now will compel the Government to
deprive the public servant of the rights and
privileges which have acerued to him, and
will be carrying any punishment over the
strike very much further than has been the
¢ase in any of our industrial legislation. The
Government are not justified, and the (om-
mittee would not be justified, in carrying

‘things as far as that. In the previous clause

the Government songht to preserve the rights
of the public service, but ‘in this clause they
provide that no other Government in the
future will be able to exercise any discretiosn
in the matter. It is taking an exireme step
to say that the public servant shall not only
he guilty of an offence, and be liable to &
monetary penalty, but shall lose all his
acerued rights and privileges, even thosa
under the Superannuation Act. Where would
our rights as citizens be if Parliament passed
retrospeetive legislation in this way?

Mr. Pickering: These rights are always iV
process of acquirement. L
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Hon. P, COLLIER: It appears to me that
the hon. member has been biassed all along
against the public service. He has adopted
4 hostile attitude right through. There is an
idea abroad in our agrienltoral areas that
public employees are more or less para-
sites and that the farmers are Larrymg
them on their backs. The hon. ~member’s
attitude may have been shaped by this fecl-
ing, or may e due to the fact that very few
public servants live in_ the districts repre-
sented by members of the Country party.
But the fact is that men have aequired these
rights over long years, and Parliament would
not be justified in passing legislation of a
- retrospective character to take away those

clanse secks to take away under certain con-
ditions, are always in process of seeuniula-
tion. No phase of employment that ia
brought under the Arbitration Aect has any-
thing like the rights and privileges apper-
taining to the public service.

Hon, P. Collier: Private employees are
better off, and have been for years, than
public servants

Mr. PIOKERING: My experiencé is that
private employment does not offer as good
conditions as the public service with regard
to gick leave, long leave, and so on.

Hon, P, Collier: "As against that, public
dervice salaries have been lower than salaries
outside.

Mr. PIQEERING: The privileges of the
public service mean a considerable annual loss
to the State. .

Hon. P. Collier: Al recent arbitration
awards provide for a fortnight’s hullr'la.y
annually.

Mr. PICEERING: I admit that, but in
outside employment there is no such thmg as
snperannuahon.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no superannua-
tion in the public service to-day. - .

hostility towards the public service;

13

Mr, PICKERING: Bat t.lmre is acenmu-
lation of pay for so many years’ service.

Hon, P. Collier: That applies only to the
Olﬂer public servants.

PICKERING. T am in no way ypre-
1ud|ceﬂ against the pul)he. servants, and I
have many friends in the public service.
Neither lkas the farming community any
sitch
an acensation is absolutely withont founda-
tion. T hope that the clause will pass and
thus keep the public servants loyal to the
State which employs them,

imen(lment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

rights. Let a penalty be imposed for any- Ayes A
‘thing wrong that may be done, and the publie Noes 20
servaats will be liable to that penalty; bnt ’ —
let us not impose a penalty which may ex-— — ———- -Majority against — .07

- -~ ~tend dbdck over 20 years, or in some cases —
even 30 years. The section now on the Trea-
sury bench will not always be governing this . AYES,
country, and perhaps it might not be well ~ Mr. Brown Mr. Munsie ,
for them to set up a precedent which would Mr. Callier Mr. Rocke :
justify future (Governments in passing legis- ~ Mr. Green <Mr. Smith
lation of a retrospective character deprivipg Mr. Jones Mr. Walker.
«witizens of rights acquired in years gone by. Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcack
I throw out that hint to hon. members M- Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen -
opposite; with especial reference to retro- Mr, Mulany (Teller.)
spective legislation pessibly affecting the
rights of property, or contracts, ) Nozs,

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that the leader  y= aoes’ Mo Yeoney
of the Opposition has gone out of his way Mr‘ Draper Mz, Pilckerin
10 accuse me of injustice to the civil servanis. Mr. Durack M ering
N . . . . r. Scaddan

In protesting against the public service Mr. George Mt Teesdale
strike, I was simply exercising the right of a Mr, Harrisen Mr. Thomson
citizen; and my remarks thia evening were Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
not indieative of hostility, but were simply Mr. Johnston Mr. Wilmott
an assertion of fact. I contend that this Sir O B Lefray Mr. Harawick
.clause ia’ not retrospective legislation, and Mr. Maley - ’ " (Pelter)
that the rights and privileges which the Mr. Mitchell : :

Amendment thus negatived.
[Hon. G Taylor took the Chair.]

¥My: GREEN: I cannot believe that the
Government intend to pass the clanse as
printed, There has been an unfortunate mis-
mderstanding with regard to it. Un-
doubtedly the ‘disposition of the Government
was to agree to the amendment moved by
the leader of the Opposition. No matter what
opinion the Government, with their numerous
following, may hold regarding this clause,
in a few short months the members of this
Chamher will hold a Aifferent opinion. The
clavse is a direet thrust at unionism.

Mr. Teesdale: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. GREEN: It can be regarded as noth-
ing else, What is unionism for except that

men, banded together, may use the -one
weapon which they possess, in the event of
théir mot getting fair conditions from their
employer? And in this case the employer
is the Governmedt, The weapon I allude to
was used by the public servants. After
months. of fruitless negotiation they were
compefled to resort to what, it is said, bas
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-never been resorted to by any other Gov-
ernment. service, The very terms of their
employment, the faet that a cessation of
employment gives them cause to fear the loss
of .certain privileges, renders the public ser-
vants liable to remain in employment even
although dissatisfied with their econditions.
The civil servants in this State had been dis-
satisfied with their conditions for wmany
ampnths before they threatened to strike. If
they had given their word as honourable men
that they would not ‘vesort to the last
weapon of the strike, would the Government
" bave listened to them? The Government
adopted then the attitude that is being mani-
fasted now, and they will make a gross mis-
take if they allow this clanse to pass as
printed. Tle member for Willlams-Narro-
gin led ns to suppose that hceause the civil
servants wére granted certain privileges and
had so many holidays each year, they should

be robbed of that very banner of whieh |

other wen are so proud. This is not the first
time that civil servants have struck. The
police in the old country, conservative as it is,
ceased work in order to redress their griev-
snces. The postal officials, even without a
union, went on strike in the early days-in this
State, and then we also had the strike
amengst the clerks in the Federal Common-
wealth service. I would be the last man in
the world to advocate strikes. T think it
should be the last resort of men to achieve
their desires, but if the Government
de not listen to the grievances of the ecivil
servants as a privilege granted to all other
employees, you cannot rob them of their
right to strike. The attitnde of the member
‘for Williams-Narrogin who, had lje remained
a clerk in the civil service, would have led
the serviee in its troubles, is that he has risen
from being a civil servant and is now a mem-
ber of Parliament,

Mr. Johnston: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. GREEN: Why is this? Simply be-
canse the people in the conntry have heen
told by the Press that the civil servants did
something whieh was bad and direful. I say
they are entitled to sirike as a. last resort.
Simply because eivil servants are granted
certain privileges, are they ‘to be treated
as men under a wmilitary regime? Awn atti-
tude of that sort is not in aceordance with
the spirit of the times, and whatever members
oppousite may say, I am. satisfied that if
the majority of the people of the Sfate
had the case of fhe ¢ivil servauts fairly
put before them; they would not resent
their actions, and that, the .represuntatives
of the people here would be shown to be
not truly representative of publie opinion.
As an old civil servant myself, I say that
it is because ecivil servants hkayve nnt the
same freedom as men ontside that. all
this trouble arises. We ali rccognise that
‘there is a weakness .in the public service.
It is because individual men eannot exer-
cise the same initiative as a man can out-
gide. The whole tendency in the eivil ser-
vice should he to so broaden it that civil
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gervants and leachers may deveiop their
own individuality. It is only when a sys-
tem is developed and broadeuned along these
lines that we may expeect to have that
éffective Government which we hope to =ee
in operation. Yet this very clanse which
we- have been debating this evening seeks
te - destroy that individuality which is
‘asked for. We bave heard the member for
Murray-Wellington say that the hon., mem-
ber for Fremantle did not work.

The DMinister for Works: Who said that?
" Mr. GREEN: The Minister did.

The Minister for Works: I did not.

Mr. GREEN: Well, T am pleased to re-
ceive the denizl of the hon. member, .

The Minister for-Works: I said that the
member did not work because he promised
his mother on her death bed that he never
would, Those were his own words.

Mr, Jones: On a point of order. I de-
mand that that foul old man withdraws
what he has said regarding my mother,

Mr. GREEN: Quite right, too.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must withdraw that remark. ’

Mr., Jones: I withdraw, but I demand
that the Minister for Works withdraw and
apologise for daring to mention the name
of my mother.

The Minister for Works: Very well.

Mr. Jomes: He is taking advantage of
his' age, or I would koock his head off.

. "The Minister for Works: T would be
glad if you tried,

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, but you should not
have said that. .

The Minister for Works: T withdraw it.
Now perhaps he wishes to knock my bhead
off :

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

AMr. GREEN: Not yet; he can knock it
offt when T have done with the Minister. T
was proceeding to say that this elause is
an absolute blow at trades mnionism, and
the Government are attempting to rob civil
servants of that privilege which the
unjonist outside holds dearest. Men and
vouths have to pass a medical examination
to show that they are physically fit to join
the service and they have to pass the
necessary examinations to show that they
are qualified, and to say that they should
be less than men simply because they .are
promised continuity of labour and anaual
holidays, is going too far. If we desire
them to display any individuality of char-
acter, let us at least not rob them of what
ordinary workers outside stand for and get.
I trust that the Government will see that
the clause is struck out.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not in favour
of the. clause hecause I do not think it is
necessary. 1t provides for a penalty to
the extent of £10, but apart fromn this fea-
ture the provision is the same as in the
Pudblic Service Aet, and if the civil ger-
vants break their service they lose their
privileges and this Act will net mat-
ter. Regarding the question of striking, T
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do not think that we shonld endeavour to
get some system whereby those people who
are working in the public service, includ-

ing not only the civil servants but the rail- -

way men and those on the
wharves, should not go on strike.
putting one section of the community
against another section, and surely this
community has sufficient sense to arrange
those matters without any strike,

My, Green: Not with a threat like this,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: There is no threat
‘there at all. "If we have a little section of
‘the people who have particular knowledge
upon which they can hang up the whole
-community, it would be absolutely wraong
for them to do it. We have heard & great
-deal abont trade unionism and atrikes,
but we as trade unionists prepared and
passed legislation - ‘proliibiting  strikes.
Strikes may be permissible in private em-
ployment—personally 1 prefer that there
should be none—but when it comes to the
public service, it is a dispute, not between
capitalists and workers, but between indi-
viduals of the community. :

Hon. P. Collier: A coal miner is working
for the community.

My, UNDERWQOOD: Why should the peo-
ple aleng the North-West coast be denied
their stores because there is 2 public ser-
wvice strike? They have no quarrel with
the public service.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The policemen went on
gtrike in London.

ships and
That is

Mr, UNDERWOOD: And had to go back

to work again. . . .
Mr, O’'Loghlen: Not until they got their
Tige. ’

Mr, UNDERWOOD: We sbould do
. everything we possibly ecan to prevent

strikes in the public service. In the event
of a railway strike, the communities on the
Eastern goldfields would starve. We should
follow the course pursued by Tabour
unions and Labour governments and do all
thit we can to prevent strikes. The clause
js wholly unnecessary, becsuse the penal-
ties contained in it are provided in the
Public Service Act.

Clanse put and -a division taken with the
following result— .

Ayes 18
Noes 16
Majority for .. 2
AYES.
Mr. Anzgelo Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Broun Mr. Nairp
Mr. Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr, Johnstoen Mr. Hardwick
Sir H. B. Lefroy’ {Teller.)
Mr. Maley .

35)
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Noes,
Mr. Brown | Mr. Munsie
. Mr, Colller Mr. Rocke
Mr. Foley Mr, Smith
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jones Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert + Mr, Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr., Money (Teller.y
Mr. Mullany

Clause thus passed.

Clanse 16—agreed to.

(Nause 17—Regulations:

Mr., MUNSIE: TUnder paragraph (a)
power is given to frame regulations for the
conduct of elections of members of the

"board. Beeing that the Attorney General has

given the- public—servants and ‘teachers the
right, under certain conditions, to ¢lect their
own representative, will the Government,
under this clanse, have power to make regu-
lations for the election of the association’s
representative of the board$

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, the
right to make regulations will only .come in
when no appointment is made eithér by the
unien or by the association.

Clause put and passed.
Clange 18—agreed to.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Clause 19ﬁRepeal;

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:  This
clause iz not worded quite correctly and I
desire to make it clearer. If the elause in
the Bill is negatived, I shall move to insert
a new clause which appears on the Notice
Paper.

Clause put and negatived.

New clanse—Repeal:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Claunse 18:— ‘Sections ten and nineteen
of the Publié¢ Service Aect, 1904, are hereby
repealed, and sections fifty-one and fifty-
two thereof (as amended by the Act No.
10 of 1912) are héreby further amended
ag follows:—The proviso to subsection (1)
of .gection fifty-one, and the words ‘and
may - either maintain, increase, or reduce
the value of the office, as defined by the
Commissioner in the proposal appealed
from or change the office from one division
to another,”” in subsection (1) of section
fifty-two, and subsection (5) of section .
fifty-two, are omitted.’’

New clause put and passed.

Title:

Mr. SMITH: T have an amendment on
the Notice Paper to strike out all words in
the title of the Bill after the word ¢*Board’’
in the first line. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAT:: I question
whether the amendment is -in order. The
title describes exaetly what is in the BRIl
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The amendment by the member for North
Perth would have been applicable if Glause
15 had been struck out. As this clause has
been retained, to strike out the wordas in the
title, I subnnt, would not be in order.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment of
the title to a Bill, except in consequence of
amendments to the clauses, does not seem to
be contemplated by ‘‘May,’’ but there does
not appear to ‘be anything against it. In
this case, however, the omission of the words
‘‘and to prevent the -unauthorised cessation
of work on the part of public servants’’
would leave Clause 15 uncovered by the title.
Therefore I rule that the amendment is out
of order.

Title put and passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL — PRICES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE,

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

BILL—WESTRALIAN MEAT WORKS.

Retirned from the Couneil with an amend-
ment.

House. edjourned at 10.57 p.m.

Pegislative Council,

Tucsday, 12th October, 1920,

PAaE

Visit of the Prince of Wales 918
Pills: Registration of Nurdes, 914
Parltament (Qualification of Women\ ., Gom 18
Eupply ('No 2) 5350,000 recelvad - g}g
Boads Gloeure Com. 218
Municipal Ocnrpomt.ions Ach. Amendment, 21. . 920
Stallions Registration, 2r., Com. 924
Prevention of Cruelty to AnimaJS, 926

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at £.30
pm.. and read prayers.

VISIT OF HIS ROYAL HIGENESS THE
PRINCE OF WALES, RESOLUTION
OF 'LOYALTY—LETTER IN REPLY.

The PRESIDENT: I have to inform hon.
members that I have received under cover of
a letter from the Private Seceretdry to His

[COUNCIL.]

Exeellency the Governor a copy of a despatech

which has been sent to the Governor. The
_ despatch is as follows:—
Downing-street, 12th August, 1920, Sir,

T have the honour to ackuow]edge the re-
ceipt of your telegram of the 10th August
conveying the terme of a loyal resolution
passed by the Legislative Council of West-
ern Australia on the occasion of the visit
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.
The resolution has been laid before His
Majesty the King, who desires that an ex-
pression of his sincere thanks and appree-
iation may be conveyed to the members of
the Legislative Council. I have the honour
to be, Bir, your most obedient humble
servant, Milner.

BILL—REGISTRATION OF NURSES.

Introduced by the Minister for Education
and read a first.time.

BILL—PARLTIAMENT {(QUALIFICATION
OF WOMEN.)
Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H, P. Colebatch-—East) [4.35] in mov-
ing the second redding said: In submitting

- the 'second reading of the Bill it may perhaps

be as well, for the szke of those memhers
who were not present when the second read-
ing was moved on a previous oceagion, if 1
repeated biriefly the arguments 1 used in fav-
our of this propesal. It will be remembered
that during the last session of Parligment the
Government introdnced a Bill providing for
six different amendments to the Constitution.
That Bill did not secure the necessary ma-
jority in this House and, consequently, was
Izid aside. Ome of the six proposals was
immediately afterwards embodied in another
Bill, which became law. This is the second of
these propesals, I do not intend to labour the
question as to whether or not it is desirable
that women should sit in Parliament. The
Government merely take up the attitude that
there i3 no reason why the choice of the
electors should in any way be restricted.
There is no reason why the people of a con- -
stituency, if they desire that women should
represent - them in Parliament, should not
have their desire gratified, If we look at the
matter from the point of view of precedent,
we find that women are competent to sit in
the House of Commons; that indeed ‘i woman
has been elected to the Hounsze of Commons.
We also know that women are competent to
stand for election umder the Constftution of
the Commonwealth of Australia, and it does
seem rather extraordinary that when a woman
is eligible to” stand for the Parliament of
Australia, she should be excluded from stand-
ing for the Parliament of Western Australia.
For these reasons I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.



